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1. INTRODUCTION:  
 Different people associate different things with higher education. If we define higher education in terms of 

levels, it refers to obtaining a higher education through participating in the teaching-learning process at institutions of 

higher learning, such as colleges and universities. Additionally, higher education broadens the student's worldview while 

also imparting knowledge and developing their skills. Through a flexible education model, higher education is 

considered a chance to contribute to the growth and development of the individual as well as to the growth and 

development of industry. 

 After China and the United States in terms of student enrollment, India has the third-largest higher education 

system worldwide. India will soon rank among the biggest centers for education. Since India's independence, the number 

of Universities, University-level Institutions, and Colleges has significantly increased. With figures showing a stunning 

increase in enrollment in schools over the last four years, the "Right to Education Act," which mandates compulsory 

and free education for all children between the ages of 6 and 14, has revolutionized the nation's educational system. 

Higher education has undergone significant modifications as a result of private sector involvement. In India nowadays, 

private organisations promote more than 60% of higher education institutions. 

 This has sped up the establishment of colleges that have been incubating over the past ten years, giving India 

the most higher education institutions per capita and the second-highest student enrollment globally (Shaguri, 2013). 

Between 20 in 1950 and 677 in 2014, universities have increased 34 times. Despite these figures, several of these 

institutions are not listed among the best in the world by international education rating organisations. Additionally, 

world-class universities have not been produced in India. 

 The higher education system in India still has a lot of potential to overcome these obstacles and establish its 

identity on a global scale, despite these difficulties. The new millennium's role for colleges and universities as well as 

developing scientific study on how individuals learn are crucial, but it also needs more transparency and accountability. 

India easily transforms our country from a developing country to a developed country since it exports highly skilled 

workers to other nations. 

 

 

Abstract: The world has come to understand that a state's educational system directly affects its economic 

performance. A nation's strength is its education. Unavoidably, a developed country is also an educated one. Next 

to China and the United States, India has the third-largest higher education system in the world. India as a nation 

has experienced. A developing country is adamantly making progress in the sphere of education. The higher 

education system in India has faced many difficulties, but there are also many chances to address these difficulties 

and improve the higher education system. The need for increased accountability and openness, as well as the 

importance of new scientific studies on how individuals learn, as well as the role of colleges and universities in 

the new millennium. India is a major supplier of highly skilled people to other nations, making the transition from 

a developing to a developed country quite simple for India. The purpose of the current study is to draw attention 

to the potential and difficulties facing India's higher education system. 
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2. Growth of the Higher Education Sector in India: 

 India has long played a leading sending country role in the worldwide education landscape, but its profile is 

growing as a destination for foreign students. To that end, India must prioritise its higher education system to achieve 

its overlapping objectives of increasing access to higher education for all students within the nation, retaining talented 

Indian students at Indian institutions, and luring students from overseas. 

 The pandemic has intensified India's pre-existing problems in the previous two years, including issues with 

capacity, equity, resource access, quality, and administrative roadblocks. But as India's tertiary sector goes through a 

period of unprecedented expansion, reform initiatives to deal with these problems and others are starting to take hold. 

The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020), which was approved by India's central government in July 2020, 

offers some promise for significant improvement. However, it's too soon to say whether the NEP's implementation will 

be successful in advancing the industry. It's critical to comprehend the extent of India's higher education system, as well 

as its numerous models, strengths and weaknesses, and biggest barriers, to fully appreciate the nation's expanding role 

in international education. 

 Higher education in India is characterized by both advancement and difficulties. According to the most recent 

(2019-20) All India Survey of Higher Education Report, its reach is vast: 1,043 universities, 42,343 colleges, and 11,779 

stand-alone institutions making it one of the largest higher education sectors in the world (AISHE 2019–20). According 

to a significant 2019 research from the Brookings Institution, Reviving Higher Education in India, the number of 

institutions has increased by more than 400% since 2001, with much of the development taking place in the private 

education sector. According to the AISHE report for 2019–20, this growth persisted throughout that year. 

 To accommodate India's sizable youth population and expanding college-age cohort, capacity is expanding 

quickly. The gross enrolment ratio (GER), which calculates the total enrollment in education as a percentage of the 

population of school-age children that are eligible, is one important indicator. The Ministry of Education's goal of 

obtaining 32 percent by 2022 appears to be missed given India's GER of 27.1 percent in 2019–20. According to Philip 

Attach, a research professor at Boston College and the founding director of the Center for International Higher 

Education, it is also far behind China's 51 percent and much of Europe and North America, where 80 percent or more 

of young people enroll in higher education. 

 Though several notable universities, including those with commercial and scientific specialisations, have been 

founded in India, none of them top the world rankings. The Times Higher Education 2022 World University Rankings 

place its highest-ranked institution, the Indian Institute of Science, in the 301-350 area among institutions worldwide. 

In contrast, 16 institutions from China are in the top 350, including two top-20 universities and six top-100 institutions. 

India, however, differs greatly from other countries in that its central government is less effective and powerful, there 

is a great deal of difference among India's 36 states and territories, there is less wealth, and the nation has a democratic 

political system. 

 There is a huge disparity in the caliber of institutions in India between states. According to the National 

Institutional Ranking Framework of India 2021, the best universities in the nation are concentrated in nine of India's 28 

states: Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and West Bengal. According 

to Eldho Mathews, deputy advisor at the National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration, all of the 

colleges in these states are in the top 100 educational institutions. Providing high-quality education is more difficult in 

jurisdictions with few resources. 

 The sector also faces obstacles like inadequate funding at the federal and state levels, an ineffective 

organisational structure, a huge bureaucracy, and corruption. Overcoming the gap between graduates and jobs, which 

exists because many businesses are skeptical of the caliber of Indian graduates' skills, is an additional and significant 

challenge. According to the Indian Skills Report that was produced as a result of a recent study by Wheelbox, Taggd, 

and the Confederation of Indian Industry, respondents gave college graduates a lower than 50% employability level. 

The Indian education system grapples with persistent challenges of access, quality, and relevance despite phenomenal 

growth in enrolment. A UNESCO 2023 report highlights infrastructure gaps, and rural schools often lack basic amenities 

such as electricity and sanitation. Outdated curriculum, the power of rote learning, and over one million teachers who 

lack quality (ASER, 2023). This, coupled with widening urban-rural gaps in access and teacher qualifications, hinders 

equitable academic achievement (World Bank, 2022). In addition, the lack of alignment of the curriculum with the 

emerging labour market creates a skills gap, which hinders productivity and economic growth (FICCI, 2021). 

Addressing these issues requires increased public investment, curriculum redesign, and innovative teaching methods to 

bridge the quality and access divide and ensure that education empowers all young people in India. 
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3. Challenges in Higher Education in India:  

Enrollment: India's higher education gross enrollment ratio (GER) is only 15%, which is quite low when compared to 

developed and emerging nations. Higher education institutions are unable to accommodate the nation's expanding 

demand due to the rise in school enrollment. 

Equity: In GER, there is no equity between the various social groups. According to earlier research, there are more 

differences between male and female GER in higher education in India. Regional variances exist as well; some states 

have high GERs, while others lag well behind the national GER, which highlights serious inequities in the higher 

education system. 

Quality: Higher education's definition of quality is multifaceted, multidimensional, and dynamic. In India today, one 

of the biggest concerns is ensuring the quality of higher education. However, the government never stops emphasising 

high-quality education. Many Indian schools and universities are still unable to achieve the basic standards set by the 

UGC, and as a result, they are unable to claim a spot among the top universities in the world. 

Infrastructure: Another issue facing India's higher education system is its inadequate infrastructure. Poor physical 

facilities and infrastructure are a particular problem for public sector institutions. On the second or third floors of the 

building, numerous universities are operating, while on the ground or first floor, there are ready-to-wear stores or copier 

shops. 

Political meddling: Political leaders, who hold crucial positions in the governing bodies of the universities, own the 

majority of educational institutions. They are taking advantage of the helpless students for their gain. Students organise 

campaigns, lose sight of their own goals, and start to build their political careers. 

Faculty: For many years, quality education has been challenged by a lack of faculty and the state's inability to recruit 

and retain instructors with the necessary qualifications. Numerous qualified NET and PhD candidates are unemployed 

even though there are many open positions in higher education. As a result, these deserving applicants are applying to 

positions in other departments, which is a major blow to the system of higher education. 

Accreditation: Data from the NAAC show that as of June 2010, "not quite 25% of the nation's higher education 

institutions were certified." Furthermore, just 45% of the colleges and 30% of the universities among those with 

accreditation were deemed to be of sufficient quality to receive an "A" rating. 

Research and innovation: There are a relatively small number of academics in our nation whose works are quoted by 

well-known Western authors. In higher education institutions, the emphasis on research is insufficient. There aren't 

enough tools and facilities, and there aren't enough top-notch professors to help students. 

The majority of research researchers lack fellowships or do not receive them promptly, which negatively impacts their 

research in one way or another. Institutions of higher learning in India also have insufficient access to research facilities. 

Therefore, this presents another difficulty for Indian higher education. 

 

4. Suggestions for Improving the System of Higher Education: 

 To make the Indian educational system more relevant and competitive on the international stage, creative and 

transformative approaches must be implemented from the basic to the higher education levels. 

 Institutions of higher learning must enhance their reputation and quality. 

 Colleges and universities should have a strong infrastructure to draw students. 

 For better quality and collaborative research, the government must encourage collaboration between top 

international and Indian higher education institutions as well as between national research laboratories and 

research centers at prestigious institutions. 

 To avoid the unneeded rush to higher education, it is important to put a special emphasis on graduate students 

by offering them courses in which they may thrive and develop in-depth topic knowledge. This will help them 

land positions after being hired by businesses. 

 Political affiliations, favoritism, the pursuit of financial gain, and other issues must not be present at universities 

and colleges, whether they are public or private. 

 To ensure that a student's knowledge is not limited to just his or her chosen fields, higher education should use 

a multidisciplinary approach. 

 

5. Conclusion:  
 A person's body, mind, and character are shaped and strengthened via education. It unites the mind, heart, and 

body, allowing someone to develop a well-rounded personality and bring out the best in them. In the six decades since 

independence, higher education in India has grown extremely quickly, yet not everyone can access it. With an annual 

growth rate of above 9%, India is currently one of the world's fastest-developing nations. A sizable portion of the 

population is still illiterate, and many children do not receive even the most basic schooling. This has hindered a sizable 
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portion of the population from fully contributing to the country's progress and from taking advantage of whatever 

advancements have been made for the good of the populace. India undoubtedly faces several difficulties when it comes 

to higher education, but it is crucial to overcome these difficulties and advance higher education. The problem that needs 

to be discussed is how best to utilize India's enormous potential for human resources. Opportunities abound, but the key 

is to figure out how to take advantage of them and make them accessible to others. Higher education in India must 

improve in terms of both quantity and quality if it is to continue growing at that rate. It urgently needs to take another 

look at financial resources, access and equity, quality standards, relevance, infrastructure, and responsiveness to meet 

and exceed future requirements. 
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